






VIA EMAIL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Dec. 22, 2021

Dear Topaz Museum Board,


Belated thanks for hosting a welcome dinner for us at Mi Rancherito on our first evening in 
Delta. We also thank the Board for agreeing with us and inviting the National Park Service 
to undertake a technical assessment of the Wakasa Monument and Memorial site on Nov. 
30 and Dec. 1, one of the six steps in our proposal. We appreciated the Board’s kind 
assistance with our ceremonies. 


We received your letter of Dec. 5, and will write back in the New Year. In the meantime, we 
send our best wishes for a happy and healthy holiday.


Sincerely, 

Wakasa Memorial Committee

WakasaMemorial@gmail.com 

https://wakasamemorial.org 


Akemi Ina, Topaz Survivor 

Kiyoshi Ina, Topaz Survivor 
Toru Saito, Topaz Survivor 
Hiroshi Shimizu, Topaz, Tule Lake, Crystal City Survivor

Lauren Araki, Topaz Descendant 
Midori Hogg, Topaz Descendant 
Patti Iiyama, Topaz Descendant 
Claudia Katayanagi, Topaz Descendant 
Kimiko Marr, Topaz Descendant 
Mari Matsumoto, Topaz and Poston Descendant 




Gail Nanbu, Topaz Descendant 

Barbara Suyehiro, Topaz Descendant 
Diana Emiko Tsuchida, Topaz Descendant 
Nancy Ukai, Topaz Descendant 

Bif Brigman, historian, Minidoka Pilgrimage former co-chair 

Karen Kiyo Lowhurst, Heart Mountain Descendant 
Chizu Omori, Poston Survivor 
Emiko Omori, Poston Survivor 

John Ota, Descendant of so-called “voluntary evacuees”

Barbara Takei, Tule Lake Descendant 
Paul Tomita, Minidoka Survivor 


WMC Advisory Council  
Tetsuden Kashima, Topaz Survivor, Professor Emeritus, University of Washington 
Masako Takahashi, Topaz Survivor, Takahashi Family Foundation 
Satsuki Ina, Topaz Descendant, Prof. Emeritus California State University Sacramento, 

Dr. Karen Korematsu, Topaz Descendant, Exec. Director Fred T. Korematsu Institute 
Stacey Camp, Director of the Campus Archaeology Program, Michigan State University 
Roger Daniels, Charles Phelps Taft Professor Emeritus of History, University of Cincinnati 
Art Hansen, Professor Emeritus History, Asian American Studies, California State 
University, Fullerton 

Donald Teruo Hata, Gila River Survivor, Prof. Emeritus History, CSU Dominguez Hills 
Tom Ikeda, Minidoka Descendant, Densho Founding Executive Director 
Japanese American Citizens League, Northern California‐Western Nevada‐Pacific District 
Michelle G. Magalong, University of Maryland Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow in Historic 
Preservation

Roger Shimomura, Minidoka Survivor, Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
Renee Tajima‐Peña, Heart Mountain, Tule Lake, Gila River Descendant, UCLA Professor of 
Asian American Studies, filmmaker 
Karen Umemoto, Manzanar Descendant, UCLA Professor of Asian American Studies and 
Urban Planning 
Mary Urashima, Historian, author: Historic Wintersburg 
Duncan Ryūken Williams, Buddhist priest, and Professor of Religion/American Studies

& Ethnicity, University of Southern California

Jay Xu, Director and CEO, Asian Art Museum of San Francisco 


cc: 
Mike Reynolds, Regional Director, Interior Regions 6,7,8, National Park Service 
Lisa P. Davidson, Acting Program Manager, National Historic Landmarks Program, NPS

Justin Henderson, Heritage Partnerships Program, Intermountain Region, NPS 
Robert Nieweg, National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Jennifer Ortiz, Director, Utah Division of State History 
Chris Merritt, Utah State Historic Preservation Office 
Carol Kawase, District Governor NCWNP, JACL 
David Inoue, Executive Director, JACL 
Jani Iwamoto, Utah State Senator, 4th District 


